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Leading Article

REPORT OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL WORK IN 1933—34
By Rax Baxapur Sarat CHANDRA Roy, M A

During the year 1933-34, besides continuing my ethnolo-
gical mvestigations among some of the Choti-Nagpur tribes, I
wotked among the Mindi-speaking Juangs of the Keonjhar State
m Orissd, and the Korku tribe 1 the Central Provinces My
monog:1ph on the “Hil Bhuiyas of Orissa” has now been published,
and monographs on the “Korwis and Korkus” and the “Asurs and
Bijias®, as also a “Comparative Vocabulary of the Mindi
(Austric) languages”, besides a monograph on “Caste, Race and
Religion in India” are mn course of preparation

The Korwias with thew dark-brown skin, stunted statue,
bioad 1nd flat noses and natrow foreheads, aie perhaps the most
primitive among the tribes of the Central hill-belt of India

The measures that the Jashpur State 1s taking to make the
wild Kotwis tractable and amecnable to civilisation are very
interesting By prowiding them with a standard type of huts and
certain other facilities and concessions, a number of Hill Korwa
famihies have been induced to come down from therr rude shufting
habitations on the hills and to give up their predatory habits and
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precarious means of livelthood and take to settled agricultuial hife
The State authorities mn building a standard type of huts for them
have very wisely taken care to conform to the tribal custom which
requires that in a2 Korwi’s hut there must be a small side-door meant
for the egress and ingress of a menstruant woman for she 1s not
permutted to use the usual door of her hut during her monthly
course These Korwi families who have been either induced by
the State authorities to come down from the hills and settle in small
batches of half a dozen or more famulies i some upland (dinr)
are now called Dinr Ko:wdi, whereas the unteclamed Korwis of
the hulls who still live on the maccessible ridges of precipitous hills
and cling to their old untamed ways of life are known as Pahari-
Korwas (Hill Korwas) or Erenga Korwds (wild Korwis) and also
Dbhanwirs (Bow—men') Some of them also dwell in solated huts,
n small groups of two or three families, in clearances among the
jungles  Thewr unusually long bows and their arrows hanging from
their locks of matted hair mark them out from their neighbours
Those Korwa families who have been driven by circumstances
or prompted by a desire to rise 1n the social and economuic scale to
settle down as agriculturists or labourers 1n the plamns villages in
assoclation with more civihsed tribes and castes are known as
Drhars Korwas or village Kérwis
A few Hinduwsed land-holding Korwi families, such as the
Diwian fanuly of Khuria and the Minjhs famuly of Bagaichi 1n the
Jashpur State now lay claim to Chhatir or Rijput 1ank, but therwr
pretensions are belied by therr matrimonial alliances with the com-
mon Koérwd families
The Korwis are not however confined to the Jashpur and
Surg®ja Stat®s alone, but are distubuted over a laige area
The total population of the Kérwi, according to the Census of
1931, was 42,064 Of this number the Central Provinces States
account for 26,192 out of whom only 65 piofess Christinity, 18,553
(9207 males and 9,346 females) wete recorded as Hindus and only
7574 (3,644 males and 3,930 females) as adhenng to their tribal
religion  These are distributed as follows —
Jashpur State —11,674 wcluding 7,686 (3,770 males and
3,916 females) recorded as Hindus, 3,923 (1,877
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males plus 2,046 females) recorded as following the
tribal religion, and 65 Christians

Surguja State —13,455 including 10,788 (5,398 males and
5,390 females) recorded as ¥Findus, and 2,667
(1,350 males and 1,317 females) as following their
tribal religion

Udaipur State —976 (414 males and 562 females) follow-
ing thewr tribal religion

Sakt1 State —74 (37 males and 37 females) recorded as
Hindus

Korea State —5 (2 males and 3 females) recorded as
Hindus, and 8 (3 males and § females) following
therr tribal religion .

In the British Districts of the Cential Provinces, the Korwi
population 1s only 384, namely 370 in the Bilaspur District and
14 i the Rapur Districc Chdti Nigpur has a Kérwi popula-
tion of 13,021 distributed as follows —Ranch: District 1,495,
Palimay District 11,303, and the Singhbhum Distiict 223 In the
Unuted Provinces there 1s a small Kérwa population of 467, namely,
257 in the Benates District, 193 in the Murzapur District, 22 m
the Cawnpoie Distiict and 1 in the Rar Batel: District It 1s 1n the
hills of Jashpur and Surguja, however, that the most prumutive
Hill Korwis are still to be met with  And a comparative study of
the village Korwis of the Ranchi District and the Wild Korwis
of the Khurea hills of the Jashpur State 1s of great anthropological
interest

Most Koérwas of the Jashpur and Surguja States (I met a num-
ber of Surguja Korwis in the State prison 1n Jashpurnagar and expect
to see others m ther native lulls in Surguja during the next field-
season) assert that they are the autochthones of those States which
they now inhabit  But the more enlightened amongst them claim to
have origimally lived further to the west of the Surguja State Thus
I was told by some Hinduwised Korwas of the Jashpur State that
thewr ancestors came first to Surguja and then to the Jashpur State
from Diakul Bitkuli and Ratanpur Bitkuli further to the west
of Surguja and found the Jashpur country under the domination
of a Raji of the Dom tribe whom they conquered and drove away



102 RLPORT OI' ANTHROPOLOGICAL WORM fTLors

The Khuria Pargana of Jashpur was then full of jungles which
thent ancestors partially cleared and of which they remamned abso-
Iute masters till conquered by the ancestors of the present Rija
of Jashpur, some twelve generations ago The Korwi ancestors of
the present Manjhi family of Bagaichd (within the Bigaichi Police
atea of Jashpur) and of the present Dewan family of Khuria
claim to have led the other Kdrwi families to theu present habitat
w the Jashpur State  Ambitious of rising in the social scale, the
Manjht famdy of Kakea now assert that they wete in origin Rijputs
of the Hatho ban.§ and the Dewan family of Khuria claim that they
were 1 ougm Rijputs of the Bighel barzi, and that the Korwas
composed the rank and file of the army which their ancestors led
agunst the then D&m Riji of Jashpur After the victory was
won, the Kérwi soldiery demanded of the ancestors of the pie-
sent Dewan and Manjhi families to give their daughters 1 marringe
to them and to interdine with them Thewr ancestors at fiist
resisted, but, on penalty of death, had to submit, and in token of
their submussion to the demand, they were obliged to throw away
the sacred thread (jamex) they had so long worn as an msignia of
thewr Kshatriya or Rijput hineage Since then, they say, they have
been included among the Kdrwis And now the Dewan famuly of
Khuria are reckoned as Korwis of the totemustic Hansdi (wild
duck) clan and the Manjhi family of Kikea are reckoned as
Korwias of the Edgey Clan and intermarry with Korwis of the
Murshar and Samat Clans

The Hull Korwi, however, has no pretensions to high burth
Though the name “Korwi”, like the tribal names of most other
brancThes of the Munda stock, 1s a variant of the term man (bér
Korwa, ‘har’ 1n Santil, b0’ or *horo’ m the Ho language, ‘Koro’
Muist), a tradition among the Hill Kérwis trace the origin of the
tribe to certain scare-crows made of bamboos which are said to have
been set up to frighten away wild animals from their fields by the
first men who rased crops i Surguja  These dangling figures, 1t
1s said, were vivified by the Great Spinit to spare His votaries the
trouble of continually 1econstructing the scare-crows The fear-
inspiring scare-crows, thus turned into living human beings, were the
first anccstors of the Kérwis A second tradition says that the
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first ancestor of the trbe ssued out of an ant-lill Both these
traditions have ther analogues among some of the other tribes of
the great Minda race

As the ethnology of the Korwis will form the subject-mattes
of a separate monograph I shall not deal further with 1t mn this
note

The fact that the Korwis are found scattered all over the
Central Hill-belt of India, from the westetn plateaus of the
Vindhyan and Kymore ranges in the United Provinces thiough the
highlands of the Central Provinces (both Bmtish Districts and
Native States) to the Choti-Nagpur plateau which form the eastern
end of this extensive hill-belt, goes to support the tradition still
preserved among some of the principal tribes of Choti-Nagpur of
their formet occupation of the valleys of the Son, the Jumna and the
Ganges

Pushed back from those fertile plans by the gradual advance
of the Aryan mmmugrants mto those nver-valleys, the ances-
tors of the various aboriginal tuibes now inhabiting these extensive
plateaus appear to have sought shelter there, and lived for centuries
unmolzsted and cut off friom contact with the outside world
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INCOME
Actuals Budget
Heads 1934-35 1934-35
Rs a »p Rs
Estiblishment 950 0 0 950
Mithila Pandit 1,403 0 O 1,403
Library 350 0 0 350
Punting Charges of Journal
Govetnment Subscription 2,000 0 0 2,000
Sale of Journal 337 1 0 200
Subsciiption 1,329 8 0 1,300
Postage recovered 24 4 0 10
Miscellaneous 156 10 0
Darbhanga fund
Sale of Mithila Mss Vol 1I 12 8 0
Total 6,562 15 0
Opening Balance 4,010 9 2
Grand Total 10,573 8 2
It mncludes
Rs a p
1 Telephone charges realized from Dr
Asheshove 103 10 0
2 Telephone rebate 2 00
3 Refund of exgess in a cheque 1 0 0
4 Donation of K B § Md Ismul 50 0 0

Total 156 10 0
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EXPENDITURE
N Actuals Budget
Heads 1934-35 1934-35
Rs a p Rs
Establishment 1,259 4 0 1,204
Provident Fund 56
Maithila Pandit 1,272 8 4 1,409
Piovident Fund . 72
Library 165 11 11 350
Printing charges of Jouinal 1,321 10 0 2,200
Loan fiom Dbg pad 752 14 3
Telephone 238 5 0 113
Postage 265 11 6 250
Sationery 45 3 0 60
Electrical Chaiges 82 12 0 109
Miscellaneous 2,009 4 6 200
Darbhanga Fund
Printing and postage 1,437 12 9
Huthwa Fund 399 7 3
Mayurbhany Fund 21 8§ O
Total 8,519 2 3
Closing Balance 2,054 5 11
Grand Total 10,573 8~
It wncludes
Rs a »p
1  Tiansferted to F D Huthwa Fund 1,700 0 ©
2 Actual Expenditure under the head 309 4 6
Total 2,009 4 ¢
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